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LOCALIZING SDGS TO THE ROOT.

PLAY THE SIMPLE PART.
BY DENNIS EKWERE

CALL FOR GOAL 6
YOUTHS AND WOMEN IN POLITICS

It is great news that I am a solution, not a problem. That I can
influence change by being the change I want to see. Recognizing
that I can not solve all the problems in the world, but I can solve
small ones within my means before they become big. To me, that
the simple part I've got to play. What about you?
Having worked voluntarily for over 7 years now to serve
humanity, I can stand tall and proud to say as a growing youth
then, it wasn't easy but its' worth it. So I've got no regret about
that. But would wish to help youths who may find themselves in
the shoe so they don't give up.

FAMILIARIZATION
VISIT OF KADUNA
STATE INDEPENDNCE
ELECTORAL
COMMISSION TO OUR
OFFICE.
To build synergy for youth
and women involvement in
electoral process for good
governace.

Having to raise funds for my works over the years without any
grant/donor support from anywhere is still a mystery to me,
including my team mates. How passion overtook our selves, how
big social ideas can stand the test of time, how commitment
equals sustainability geared at learning and scaling up. How
desperate we are in doing good in our local communities.
That this month, we have been nominated as "NGO of the month"
by Network of African Youths for Development. Click and read
about it here - http://nayd.org/november-2017-ngo-of-themonth/

Localising SDGs to root beneficiaries
On the 18th October, 2017, we selected 50 participants as
SDGs champions for awareness workshop at Goverment Girls
Secondary School, Abubakar Kigo Road, Kaduna, Nigeria. The
training aimed at bringing closer, localizing, stepping down
and spreading the message of SDGs to the root beneficiaries
at grass root and by young people to young people. We ended
up raising 17 local SDGs champions to drive on the message
after the workshop, in and out of the school so that the
conversation continues.

Call for goal 6: Matters
Arising
After the SDGs awareness program, our
team went to visit the toilet of the
school @ Government Girls Secondary
School, Kigo Road, Kaduna, Nigeria and
found out that the toilet of six is in
unusable condition. And that the
environment is unsafe, unhygienic and is
breeding ground for reptiles. This was
unimaginable and sad: recognizing that
over 1,000 schools girls are without safe
and functional toilet to use during

Particpants were aged between 10-18years.
We started the program with a survey questionnaires to
participants to answer, including the teachers too. Almost all
the participants has never heard of SDGs in their lifetime.
This program was a window for them to hear for the first of
SDGs and what they are. We use local play to dramatize
locally to their understanding.
Many teachers have heard about SDGs on news but never
knew what it is all about. This program avail them room to
know and understand better.
Participants were so impressed to know of the goals and were
eager to know more by asking hard-nut questions. One of the
girls asked us to explain the correlation of their bad condition
pit toilet for over 1000 schools girls without functional toilet
with goal 6 specifcally - clean water and sanitation.
After the awareness workshop session, post questionnares
were sampled to participants again, and there were clear
indications that participants are aware of SDGs and
undrestand the simple role of passing along the knowldge to
peers at school, at home, and in the community for full
benefit.
Our findings is that, more need to be done on connecting the
SDGs and the local people at grass root as SDGs seems so
global than local. And that is what we want to reinvent with
you as a team. That is our simple part.

school time.
Recalling the challenge of girl child
education in the northern part of Nigeria,
aware from our interaction with the
students that the bad condition of the
toilet do actually affects them and make
some of them stay out of school. What
of toilet infection now and in future?
In this light, we forwarded a petition to
Kaduna State Governor/Government for
construction of flushable toilets at the
school. Two days after our submission
of petition, the government responded
and requested our team to join the
State team for on site inspection and for
probably kick off of building of toilet.

